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The Crime Scene
The initial response to a violent crime scene can be hectic 
and overwhelming. The various public safety professionals 
involved whether patrol officer, detective, firefighter or EMT 
are all tasked with rapidly responding to provide aid to those 
in need and secure the scene all while preserving evidence. 
A swift, coordinated response is key to ensuring that critical 
evidence and information is not tampered with or overlooked. 
It is important to understand the individual responsibilities of 
each responding professional and how they come together in 
support of one common mission – supporting the victim and 
ultimately the investigation of the crime. 

This quick reference guide and crime scene report template 
provides an overview of the roles of first responders at crime 
scenes and practical applications for improving collaboration 
and coordination. 

First Responder Roles 
The responsibilities of law enforcement, fire, and EMS are 
usually very different and unique. This can often create 
challenges at the crime scene.

•	 Law enforcement personnel are focused on public safety 
and investigating crimes. 

•	 Fire personnel are focused on fire suppression and 
rescue efforts. 

•	 EMS personnel are focused on patient care and safety.

While roles and priorities may vary, all three professionals 
play a critical role in crime scene management. Each person 
regardless of discipline must work to understand and respect 
the individual goals of each. For example, fire and EMS 

personnel can assist law enforcement in the identification, 
documentation and preservation of evidence. First responders 
are often first to arrive on-scene and possess knowledge 
through on scene observations and communication with the 
victims or witnesses which may aid in the investigation of a 
crime and case resolution. Failure to share information may 
unintentionally subject the victim to future harm, lead to 
evidence contamination, and disrupt the investigation.

Considerations
A collaborative relationship between law enforcement, fire, 
and EMS is necessary to promote successful outcomes. 
Below are considerations for both law enforcement and first 
responders to promote information sharing. 

•	 Be aware of your surroundings and make mental notes 
of what you see, hear, smell, or feel. Document your 
notes and observations for later reporting to responding 
law enforcement. 

•	 Be aware of others that may be responding to and 
impact your crime scene such as coroners and medical 
examiners. Develop policies for information sharing and 
coordination with all partners. 

•	 Relay critical information to the on-scene law enforcement 
officer regarding statements related to weapons, suspects, 
victims/witnesses, and additional safety concerns. 

•	 Relay information related to any potential evidence that 
may have been opened or moved while providing aid to 
victims/witnesses.  

•	 Complete a crime scene report in addition to the run/
incident report and share that report with the responding 
law enforcement agency as soon as possible.  
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Conclusion 
In conclusion, cooperation and coordination in advance of crime scene response can significantly improve outcomes. Information 
sharing and cross-training, where appropriate, between law enforcement agencies and first responders can help to mitigate 
any challenges and support successful outcomes. The attached template report can be used by all responding agencies to 
support their shared goals of responding to the scene and securing critical evidence.
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