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What officers need to know and why their role matters
WHAT IS NIBIN?
	The National Integrated Ballistic Information Network (NIBIN) is the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives (ATF's) national automated ballistic imaging network. Images of cartridge cases recovered from shooting scenes and test-fires from recovered crime guns can be compared to identify potential associations with other ballistic evidence. A NIBIN lead may reveal a connection between incidents, firearms, or investigations that was not previously known.


WHY YOUR ROLE MATTERS
NIBIN starts with the evidence collected in the field. Potential connections cannot be identified if eligible evidence is not recognized, collected, documented, and submitted through the agency's established process.
	YOU RECOVER
EVIDENCE
	›
	EVIDENCE IS
PROCESSED
	›
	NIBIN IDENTIFIES A
POTENTIAL CONNECTION
	›
	INVESTIGATORS RECEIVE
NEW INTELLIGENCE



	WHAT SHOULD PATROL DO?
· Recognize potentially NIBIN-eligible crime gun evidence.
· Collect and preserve firearms and fired cartridge cases in accordance with agency policy.
· Document where, how, and under what circumstances the evidence was recovered.
· Submit evidence promptly using established agency procedures.
· Include information that may help investigators understand the recovery and related incident.
	WHAT HAPPENS NEXT?
· Eligible ballistic evidence may be entered into NIBIN and compared against other entries in the network.
· If a potential association is identified, a NIBIN lead can provide investigators with new intelligence linking ballistic evidence from separate incidents or recovered firearms.
· That information may then be combined with investigative and analytical information and shared with the appropriate investigators or partner agencies.
IMPORTANT: A NIBIN lead is investigative intelligence, not a laboratory confirmation.


	Customize this section with the local information officers need to act appropriately and consistently.
• [WHAT EVIDENCE SHOULD BE SUBMITTED / ELIGIBILITY GUIDANCE]
• [PACKAGING, IMPOUND, OR SUBMISSION REQUIREMENTS]
• [NOTIFICATION AFTER-HOURS PROCEDURE, IF APPLICABLE]
• [LOCAL CONTACT, UNIT, PHONE, EMAIL, OR RESOURCE LINK]
• [ADD ADDITIONAL AGENCY-SPECIFIC PATROL INSTRUCTIONS HERE]


WHY TIMELINESS MATTERS
	Today's evidence may provide tomorrow's investigative lead — or a lead investigators need right now.
The sooner eligible evidence enters the process, the sooner potentially useful information can reach investigators.

	THE BOTTOM LINE
Patrol starts the process. The evidence you collect may be the piece that connects two investigations.
NIBIN can identify the potential connection. The Crime Gun Intelligence Center (CGIC) helps turn that connection into actionable intelligence. 
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